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The concept that chemical agents may lead to enhancement of carcinogenesis, rather than to its complete induction, is explored to explain the inexact correlation between carcinogen prescreening tests and the results of whole animal bioassays. It is suggested that carcinogenesis-enhancing agents are non-genotoxic chemicals which are positive in animal carcinogenesis bioassays. The importance of understanding the mechanisms of action of carcinogenesis-enhancing agents is emphasized.